Native Spanish Speakers and Their Quest for English in the U.S.: Do They Want to Learn? by Styx, Matthew & Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, Christina
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2011, 22nd Annual JWP Conference
Apr 9th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM
Native Spanish Speakers and Their Quest for
English in the U.S.: Do They Want to Learn?
Matthew Styx
Illinois Wesleyan University
Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Other Languages, Societies, and Cultures Commons
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Matthew Styx and Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, "Native Spanish Speakers and Their Quest for English in the U.S.: Do
They Want to Learn?" (April 9, 2011). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 22.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2011/posters2/22
THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE APRIL 201 1 
Poster Presentation P48 
NATIVE SPANISH SPEAKERS AND THEIR QUEST FOR ENGLISH IN THE U.S.: 
DO THEY WANT TO LEARN? 
Matthew Styx and Christina Isabelli * 
Hispanic Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 
This descriptive study analyzes the motivation to learn English and Spanish by Hispanic blue­
collar workers in Waukegan, Illinois. The research questions are: Are they willing to learn 
English? What means have they taken to improve their English language skills? What 
opportunities and or resources are available to improve their language skills? What obstacles do 
they face in learning English? With data collected through a questionnaire and interview I hope 
to find that these native Spanish speakers want to learn English and to show the difficulties and 
obstacles they have in achieving that goal. The conclusions of this study may explain the 
misguided goals of the "English Only" movement, an effort to legally make English the official 
language of the US. One of the main arguments is that native Spanish speakers are refusing to 
learn English which is causing deterioration of the English language. This study will exarnine the 
validity of that argument by discovering the motivation to learn English of a sampling of native 
Spanish speakers. 
